
My name is Abolghasem Mesbahi. I was born on Dec. 17, 1959 in Tehran, Iran. 
 
I was an active member of the 1979 Islamic revolution in Iran and became a high ranking employee of 
the intelligence services and foreign ministry in Iran  
 
In 1996 I appeared as a prosecution witness in the Mykonos trial in Berlin, Germany, where I testified 
about my knowledge of the Iranian government’s direct involvement in the assassination of Iranian 
Kurdish dissidents at a Berlin restaurant in 1992.  
 
Out of concerns for my safety, the prosecutors referred to me in public as Witness C. 
 
Based largely on my testimony, the court found that the Iranian regime Supreme Leader, the 
President, and other top government officials were legally responsible for the murders, and I myself 
became a target of Iranian government hit teams. The German ministry of interior consequently 
placed me in their witness protection program. 
 
In 1998, Gerhard Schröder, then head of the Socialist Party (SPD), became the German chancellor 
and invited Iranian president Khatami to Germany. During this trip, based on the new SPD policy 
toward Iran, Germany established security and intelligence cooperation with Iran. This had disastrous 
consequences for me and my family. 
 
Starting in early 1999, the Bundesverfassungsschutz (BfV), German’s domestic intelligence 
organization, put pressure on me and my family so I decided to leave witness protection program for 
my own safety. 
 
At first, this pressure took the form of cutting me off from all political and media contacts. For 
example, every time I had a TV interview or appeared in a court as a witness against the Iranian 
regime, they would try to discredit me and block me from those contacts. They also contacted my 
employers in the energy sector and got me fired from several jobs. Three times I was forced to sleep 
in the streets because the BfV had cut of my source of income.  
 
In 2014 I had an interview in London with an Iranian opposition television that was rebroadcast by al 
Jazeera.  
 
After that interview, the BfV closed my bank account and issued a notice to all German banks, 
ordering them not to open any new accounts for me.  
 
The BfV also informed the state unemployment agency that I was ineligible for employment, because 
I posed a security risk to potential employers.  
 
This effectively blocked my ability to earn a living and to support my family. 
 
From that time on, I have been unable to get a job or to conduct private or political activities. The BfV 
also blocked state welfare agencies from providing public assistance to me or my family, despite the 
fact that we had become German citizens and were eligible for public assistance. 
 
They also blocked me from accessing the pension credits I had earned. 
 
They even prevented me from permanently leaving Germany, despite offers from friends and even 
government officials in other countries to help me and my family leave Germany.  
 
In effect, I became a prisoner of the state without ever being charged with a crime or brought before a 
court of law. In what type of country can the government prevent a citizen from leaving the country?”  
 
Many people can testify to my situation. 
 



In 2016, I wrote a private declaration testifying to these criminal acts by the BfV against me and my 
family and delivered it to Kommissar Mettmann Hoher, an official with the local police. He contacted 
the BfV and was told that they were punishing me because of my interview with Al Jazeera. 
Kommissar Mettmann even showed me a copy of the interview the BfV had given him. 
 
But because of the power of the BfV, Kommissar Mettmann said he could not help me, and the BfV 
increased the pressure on me and my family, isolating us from all outside contacts. I call this type of 
isolation “white torture.” 
 
The BfV was able to completely destroy my ability to provide for my family. Now my  14-year-old 
daughter puts her head on my shoulder and cries for fear of starvation. 
 
I have become the sacrificial lamb of the BfV, who punish me so the German government and 
German industry can benefit from their close relationship to the government of the Islamic regime in 
Iran. 
 
I call on all international humanitarian organizations to come to my aid. Please help me and my family 
to leave Germany for any other country in Europe, the United States or Canada, so that I can work 
and live again! 
 
Abolghasem Mesbahi 
- Witness C of the Mykonos trial 
- Witness in the AMIA trial 
- Witness in the 9/11-Iran case 


