The Leadership Council for Human Rights is gravely concerned about the fate of two Iranian Kurds – Adnan Hassanpur and Abdolvahed (Hiwa) Butimar – sentenced to death for their work as civil society activists.  Although they have been accused of working with Iran’s political opposition parties, LCHR’s trusted sources on the ground confirm that the accused men are politically unaffiliated.  

In the words of Hassanpur’s sister (as reported today by Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty), “I think his only offense is his pen and the articles he has written.  As Adnan’s sister, I know all about him – he didn’t have any relation to any political party inside or outside Iran.  All our relatives and friends know that Adnan was not related to any opposition parties and he’s been a totally independent journalist.”

To read RFE/RL’s full report, “Kurdish Journalist, Activist Sentenced to Death in Iran,” click here.

Please sign our urgent petition to save these innocent men, the full text of which appears below.

Click here to sign the petition now!

Text of petition:

On July 17, Iranian media sources reported that the court of Sanandaj announced the death sentences of two Iranian Kurds: Adnan Hassanpur, a member of the editoral board of the state-suspended weekly journal "Aso," and Abdolvahed (Hiwa) Butimar, a civil society activist. 

Both men are accused of maintaining relations with external opposition parties and of spying on the state. 

Execution sentences of these two activists undermine the international human rights treaties that the Islamic Republic of Iran has signed. 

We call upon all human rights activists around the world to demand the Islamic Republic of Iran to revoke the execution sentences of both Adnan Hassanpur and Abdolvahed (Hiwa) Butimar. 

Please demonstrate your support for these two innocent men by adding your signature to the petition. 
 

